Subject: South St. Petersburg Voters Deserve an Accessible Early Voting Site

Dear Pinellas Supervisor of Elections Julie Marcus,

We write to urge your office to add an early voting site in South St. Petersburg. Voters in South St.
Petersburg continue to face limited access due to the lack of an early voting site. Currently, the only early
voting site serving South Pinellas County for the 2026 primary elections is located downtown at the
Supervisor of Elections Office. A second early voting site in Gulfport will only open during the general
election. For many voters in this area, the lack of other early voting sites raises both logistical and
historical concerns that warrant thoughtful consideration.

This limited access to early voting is especially troubling because the neighborhoods in the South St.
Petersburg area are densely populated. In fact, they have a higher population density than most of the
county — often exceeding 1,000 people per square mile, which is well above the county average. In
addition, we have grave concerns about Black voters’ access to the early voting site in Gulfport, which
was known as a sundown town where Black people were at risk of racial violence — especially after dark —
in the not-so distant past; there should be no doubt that some Black residents still remember this history.
Black voters’ reluctance to vote in Gulfport is supported by data showing that voters in Child’s Park, just
east of Gulfport, often travel farther to vote and choose to vote early downtown, despite Gulfport being the
closer location.

Local leaders previously raised concerns about early voting sites, but were denied the opportunity to
speak with you directly. As a consequence, alternative site proposals were not meaningfully explored
with you. We now have an opportunity to correct that oversight, which is even more urgent given recent
changes to Florida’s vote-by-mail requirements that make early voting even more important, especially for
Black voters.

We commend your office's focus on supporting vote-by-mail opportunities, but the new Florida law now
requires voters to re-enroll in vote-by-mail after each general election and to comply with new 1D
requirements. While the number of citizens voting by mail in Pinellas has remained fairly consistent, the
state saw 1.8 million fewer mail ballots cast between 2020 and 2024." Across the state, that significant
decrease in mail ballots could worsen during this election cycle. At the same time, community surveys
indicate low confidence in vote-by-mail among Black voters in particular. All of this makes accessible,
in-person early voting even more critical for the political participation of South St Petersburg’s Black
eligible voters.

Data underscores the racial disparities in voter turnout. In the 2024 general election, Pinellas ranked 60th
out of 67 Florida counties for the lowest Black voter turnout.? Likewise, the participation gap between
Black and White voters in Pinellas County was 20 percentage points, which is larger than the participation
gap in other Florida counties of equal or greater population, causing Pinellas County to rank 51st out of
67 counties.® Given the significance of the racial gap in voter turnout in Pinellas County, it is especially
problematic that none of the few early voting sites planned for 2026 are in predominantly Black
neighborhoods.

For all these reasons, we urge you to expand early voting access by establishing at least one early voting
location in a predominantly Black neighborhood of South St. Petersburg -- preferably within Child’s Park
or the 33711 and 33712 zip codes -- ahead of the 2026 midterm elections. We also ask that you, as
Supervisor of Elections, engage directly with the Black community in South St. Petersburg and work
collaboratively with these constituents to identify and approve trusted and accessible locations.

' Source: Elorida Department of State.
2 All Voting is Local analysis of TargetSmart data including active & inactive voters.
3 All Voting is Local analysis of TargetSmart data including active & inactive voters.


https://thegabber.com/gulfport-leaders-split-on-addressing-citys-sundown-town-past/
https://allvotingislocal.org/wp-content/uploads/The-State-of-Early-Voting-for-Pinellas-County-FL-August-2025-1.pdf
https://www.socialexplorer.com/09c410a746/view
https://dos.fl.gov/elections/data-statistics/elections-data/absentee-and-early-voting/

Ensuring equitable access to early voting strengthens public confidence in our elections and
demonstrates a shared commitment to fairness and civic participation. If achieving these goals requires
adding sites in other parts of the county, you have our full support.

Thank you for taking the time to consider our request. We welcome the opportunity to discuss this
further and to work collaboratively toward a solution that serves all voters in Pinellas County.
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